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PREFACE 


R E A D E R. 


S the Curioſity of the pre- 
ſent Age may perhaps ex- 
pect ſomething to be ſaid 
concerning the following Sheets, I 
think it a Duty incumbent on me to 
gratify, as far as in me lies, that 


reigning Paſſion. 


THro' my Title-page is ſufficient 
to inform the Public of my Ignorance 
in this Affair, yet ſome may ſay I 
ought at leaſt to have acquainted 
them in what Language theſe mylte- 

rious 


„6 —eOT 


vi PRE FACE. 
rious Letters were written, by what 


Means they ſell into my Hands, and 


for what Reaſon they are now exhi- 


bited. 
As to the firſt of theſe Queries, 


they were a Legacy to 8 among 
many other Things, from my Great- 
grandfather, by the Mother's Side, 
who, being called from his native 
Country at a very early Age, on a 
Buſinefs not at all material to any but 
our own Family, had the Opportu- 
nity of travelling through moſt Parts 


of the habitable Globe; in which of 


them he met with theſe valuable 
Manuſcripts he did not think fit to 
make any one acquainted ; all there- 
fore that I can ſay on this Head 18, 
that they were wrote partly! in Hie- 
roglyphics, and partly in Cypher; * 
neither of which I bein g verſed in, 

had 
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intended to put any Deception on 


PREFACE. Vil 


had Recourſe to ſeveral who had the 


Reputation of being more skilled in 
this obſtruſe Manner of tranſmitting 
Things to Poſterity ; but after much 
Time being loſt in conſulting the 
Chriſtian Literati, Chance threw a 
Chaldean Jew in my Way, who in a 
ſhort Time rendered them as intelli- 
gible as they now are; and I am apt 
to believe has done them the Juſtice 
he pretends to, becauſe, if he had 


me or the World, he might as well 
have found fictitious Names for Pla- 
ces or Perſons as for the reſt he took 
upon him to underſtand ; but theſe 
he frankly told me were what came 
not in the Compals of his Learning, 
and he ſuppoſed to be private Cha- 


racters invented by the Letter-writer, 


and only to be unravelled by thoſe 
to whom he had previouſly ſent a 


Key. 


vii PREFACE. 
Key. Therefore, as there is no Poſ- 
fibility of making any Diſcovery ei- 


ther of the Name of the great Man 


who wrote the Letters, or thoſe. of 
the Perſons to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed, or of the Places marked by 
thoſe dark ànd unintelligible Cha- 
raters, the Reader muſt think it more 
honeſt and ingenuous in me to put on- 
ly Stars rather than to prefix Names 
of 'my' own inventing, which might 
indeed have been a Deception flat= 
tering to his Curioſity, but 1s what L 
could not have anſwered to myſelf. 


SoME Perſons indeed, who have 
peruſed the Manuſcript, "wah fain 
per ſuade me that the Jew, for ſome 
private Reaſons, had declined ac- 
quainting even me with the Truth of 
the Affair, and will have it that the 


Thing is of a more modern Date than 
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PREFACE. 1x 
I ever did, or can yet be brought to 
imagine. They will have it to be of 
Con Original, and one is for affixing 
the Tranſactions to one Epoche, and 
another is as poſitive they happened 
in a different one. The moſt proba» 
ble of all is, that Edrich, the great 
Favourite of Ethelred, King of Eng- 
land, was the real Author. All our 
Hiſtories inform us how that conſum- 
mate Traitor, being raiſed to the 
higheſt Poſts, and intruſted with the 
whole Wealth of the Nation, abuſed 
the Confidence of his royal Maſter, 
and not only oppreſſed the People by 
the moſt exorbitant Impoſts, but al- 
ſo ſold for foreign Gold both King 
and Country. It was by his Means, 
and his alone, that England was re- 
duced to little better than a Province 
to Denmark : For by his committing 
the Navy, that Bulwark of this 

| B Iſland, 


x PREFACE. 

Ifland, wholly to the Command of 
ſach as he knew would obey his In- 
ſtructions, and, corrupting the great 
Officers at home, he gave an caly 
Entrance to thoſe lordly Invaders, 
who afterwards ſettled themſelves up- 
on the Throne. 


er all this T look upon as mere 
sen, and find there are many 
Circumſtances mentioned in ſeveral 
of theſe Letters which no way agree 
with thoſe Times, nor with the Cha- 
racter of Edrick. To mention no 
more, we do not read of any Brother 
that he had, at leaſt that was con- 
cerned in public Affairs. Baſer, 
Who, I think, is the moſt full in re- 
lation to this Treaſon, ſpeaks not a 
Word of any ſuch Perſon, and I am 
apt to believe the Few much more in 
the right, who ſuppoſes this Tranſac- 


tion 


PREFACE. xi 
tion no leſs ancient than the Reign 


of Solomon, King of Vrael, and that 
theſe Letters were wrote by Abab to 
ſome ſoreign Prince, with whom he 
had engaged to favour the Deſcent 


of Adonyah. 


Bur this I muſt ſubmit to the 
Opinion of the Public; for, after I 
have ſaid all I can, it amounts to no 
more than a Confeſſion that I can ſay 
nothing deciſive in the Matter. I ſhall 
now proceed to the Reaſon that de- 
termined me to bring to Light what 


| has doubtleſs for a great Number of 


Ages lain buried in Obſcurity ; and 
I muſt here intreat the Indulgence of 
the Town, when I acknowledge that 


the Vanity of ſhewing J had ſo re- 


markable a Piece of Antiquity in my 
Cuſtody had no ſmall Share in my 


Intentions of printing it. I can how- 
3 Der 


90 


Fit PREFACE. 


ever give a better, which is, that the 
Blackneſs of ſome former Miniſter 
may ſerve as a Foil to ſet off the 
Whiteneſs of thoſe of later Days; 
and this, I truſt, will excuſe all os 
Deficiencies on the Part of 


The EDITOR. 
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To His Eminence 
CARDINAL * 


AM ſorry to find by your Eminence's 
1 of the 4th, that any Perſon or Perſons 
ſhould be capable of giving the leaſt In- 
terruption to that good Underſtanding which 
has ſo long ſubſiſted between us. Sure 1 
am, nothing in my Conduct can juſtly have 
| given 


(14) 
given Room for the Suſpicions your Court 
ſeems to have conceived of me; and if 
Things have not happened altogether ſo much 
to our Wiſhes as we expected, the ill Event 
ought to be attributed only to croſs and un- 
foreſeen Accidents, and not either to my Ne- 
glect or Lukewarmneſs. The * * * are a 
People not eaſily impoſed upon, and my 
Lord * * * * when Ambaſſador, had left 
Things in ſuch a Situation as very much 
puzzled my Brother to ſet right; but I do 
not doubt, if he will he able ſoon to work 
them to your Deſires. In the mean time, 
give me Leave to complain in my Turn on 
the Backwardneſs of your Court in giving 
an Aſſent to what was calculated merely for 
your Service, and that of the grand Deſign 
on Foot. What, in the Name of Policy, 
can make you ſo dilatory in promiſing what 
is never intended to be performed, and if 
performed, would be of no manner of Pre- 
judice? I beg your Eminence to be aſſured 
ſuch a Proceeding is ſufficient to open the 
Eyes of the moſt dim- ſighted among us; 
and all I can do, either by myſelf or Emiſſa- 
ries, will -not amuſe the Prince or People 


much longer : I therefore earneſtly entreat 
no 


( 15) 


no farther Excuſes may delay the Signing ; I 
will anſwer for the Conſequences when done, 
but cannot for thoſe which may attend the 
retarding it, tho but for a ſmall Space longer. 
1 will not trouble your Eminence with any 
Complaints concerning Don * *, tis enough 
that Don * * ®, who ſees the Difficulties, 
nay the Dangers I ſtruggle with, has already, 
or he very much deceives me, remonſtrated 
to him the Injuſtice of his Accuſations ; if 
I am happy enough to be cleared in your 
Eminence's Opinion, I ſhall refer to Time 
the Vindication of my Behaviour, which I 
am very certain will convince the whole 
Miniſtry of the Integrity of my Intentions, 
and with how perfect an Attachment I have 
the Honour to be 


Your Eminence's 


Moſt devoted, &c. 


To 


To Monſieur 1 


SIR, 


I Thank you for the Care you took in for- 
= warding mine to his Eminence the Cardinal 
* and Don * , to both which I have 
received ſatisfactory Anſwers. It was indeed 
high Time the Money ſhould be remitted, 
becauſe our * * * meet three Days hence, 
and nothing is to be carried there, but by ſe- 
curing every Individual before-hand ; and I 
could name ſome, and even of thoſe not un- 
known to you, who have of late grown cool 
upon the grand Point, Our Oppoſers "gain 
ground every Day, and it behoves us to be 
more than ordinarily diligent : For my own 
Part, I have gone Lengths which I believe 
few in my Station and Circumſtances would 
have ventured ; I ſhall however think myſelf 
happy if the Affair can be at laſt accompliſh- 
ed. I wait with much Impatience the Ar- 
rival of a Courier from * * * and ſhall 
communicate to your Court what Progreſs 


_ 


( 17) 
my Brother has made. I am with great Sin- 
cerity, | 


SIR, 


Yours, &c, 


To DON * * K. 


1 Trouble you with the incloſed, being well 
A aflured there is a Perſon at your Court on 
whoſe Sincerity I cannot depend; not that I 
imagine he would be guilty of any Thing 


prejudicial to our common Cauſe from any 
other Motive than a perſonal Pique he has to 


me, and which it would not be proper at ch 


Time for me to take any Steps to remove; 
for which Reaſon, I have requeſted his Ex- 


cellency, as well as the other Perſons concern- 
ed, to make no Mention of my Name. As 
you are admitted into their Confidence, I 
defire the ſame Favour of you, and do not 
in the leaſt doubt, from the Character given 
of you, but that you will acquit yourſelf of 

| Ne, C the 


(18) 
the great Truſt repoſed in you, with all the 
Fidelity that can be wiſh'd, by him who has 
the Honour to be, with the higheſt Eſteem, 


Your moſt humble Servant, &c. 


To his Excellency 
D O N * * * * 


Know not whether my Aſtoniſhment or 
my Concern were the moſt predominant 
Paſſion, on reading the laſt Diſpatches from 
the *** Miniſter, becauſe it is eaſy for | 
me to perceive by them, as well as by the J 
late Conferences Mr, - - - - has had with the # 
Marquis that Things have been repre- 
ſented to your Excellency in a quite difterent 
Light to what they are in reality. I have 
more than once intreated your Excellency to 
depend on nothing for certain but what comes 
from my own Hand, or Mr. - - - - or Mr. 
s Aſſurances: Thoſe Gentlemen may 
be relied upon, eſpecially the former; and as 
I am 


(19) 
I am obliged, by the Neceflity of my Af- 
fairs, to appear here the very Reverſe of what 
I am in reality, I am every Hour in Danger 
of being traduced, even by thoſe whoſe Prin- 
ciples render Actors in the Schemes 1 form, 
and which I muſt ſeem moſt to diſcounte- 
nance : It is certainly a very hard Game I 
play, attended with Scandals, Ditficultics, 
and Dangers of every Kind; and if thoſc who 
are in the Bottom of the Secret, are not 
generous to judge favourably of my Cuud. 
and reſolve to give no Ear to what muy wW:. 
Reaſon enough be alledged age inſt 1 
thoſe who with well to the Cauſe, yer mu 
not know I am engaged in it, there wil! 
no Poſſibility of carrying it on. Iam. 
from blaming either my Lord * * fr 
* * for the Severities they treat nie 
They look upon me as the moſt bitte: 
dangerous Enemy to the Affair Ian 
the utmoſt Aſſiduity labouring to po 
But thoſe who know me better, or ::: 
ought to do ſo, by the Advantages thei 
tion has received from my A------ n, i; 
give no Attention to any idle Reports, 
ſpring only from a miſtaken Zeal. | 
yet no Reaſon to apprehend your Excl! 

C 2 


(20) 
is among the Number of thoſe, whoſe Suſpi- 
cions ſo greatly injure me ; and therefore take 
the Liberty to entreat your Excellency will 
ſet that Matter right with the Cardinal and 
Don * * *, I need not tell your Excellency, 
who are ſo great a Maſter in Politicks, that 
nothing can be brought about without a per- 
fect Confidence; and as our Deſign is of the 
moſt nice and delicate Nature that perhaps 
was ever formed, and my Situation ſuch as 
would render me utterly unable to forward it, 
without ſeeming to oppoſe it in the moſt ve- 
hement Manner, I cannot but think it ſtrange 


to be charged with any Inconſiſtency in Con- 


duct. All depends on my acting as a Foe to 
thoſe to whom I am molt a Friend, and if this 
Maſk ſhould by any Accident be pluck'd off, 


the whole Machine, which has coſt ſo much 


Time, Money, and Labour of the Mind, 


falls to the Ground at once. I received the 
Bills by the Hand of M----, but deſire the 
next Payment may be in Specie ; for tho' I 
have nothing to alledge againſt the Man, yet 
it was always my Maxim not to truſt but 
where there was an abſolute Neceflity. Let 
the Money therefore be ſent to Don ** 
as Part of his Allowance, and he will remit 

if 


( 2x ) 


it to me as ſoon as received. I ſhould be glad 
your Excellency will give Orders to Don * *® 
to be as ſpeedy in ſending as poſſible, for the 
preſent Occaſion requires much more than I 
have to diſpoſe of, as I do not doubt but your 
Agent here has informed the Miniſtry. I 
have given freſh Inſtructions to Mr, ----, and 
flatter myſelf your Excellency will approve 
what is therein contained, when he ſhall have 


the Honour to communicate it. I am, with 
the higheſt and moſt fincere Reſpect, 


Your Excellency's. 
Met humble and 
Moft faithfully devoted, &c. 


To his Excellency, 
The MARQUISFESE, 


My LO RD, 

Could not reſiſt the Opportunity of thank- 
ing your Excellency for the favourable 

Sentiments you were pleaſed to expreſs. for 

me 


(22) 


me in a late Debate, My Brother has not 
failed to let me know the many Obligations 

we both have to you, and I beg your Excel- 
kncy to be aſſured I wiſh nothing more than 


an Occaſion to teſtify in a proper Manner 
with how perfect a Zeal and Attachment I 


have the Honour to be 
Vr Excellency's 
moſt devoted, &c. 


To his Eminence 


CARDINAL V= 


I Received your Eminence's of the f 1th, 

and on the fame Day the agreeable News 
that the Court of * ** had at laſt made the 
neceſſary Conceſſions, which gives me Time 
to manage the * *, and put an Interruption 
to the Clamours of our * * * , I ſay an In- 
terruption, for they will ſoon ſee through the 
Feint. We muſt therefore make the beſt Uſe 


of the preſent Seaſon, to which End I ſend 
| | Mr. 
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Mr. * * * to your Eminence with exact Co- 
pies of all the Letters that have paſſed be- 
tween Don **, the Cardinal * ®, and 
the * * on the preſent Situation of Affairs 
fince Auguſt laſt, I need not deſire your E- 
minence to be cautious in keeping my Lord 
* * * and Lord * * * from ſuſpecting you 
gained them by my Means. And, now I am 
on this Head, could have wiſhed your Court 
had been more circumſpect in relation to the 
Promotion of Cardinal * * *; it has given 
Room for many Reproaches on my Con- 
duct, and made even the ** himſelf a 
little doubtful of the Sincerity of ſome of the 
Miniſtry; but I well know by whoſe hot- 
headed Counſels thoſe Things were carried, 
and dare believe it never had been done had 
not your Eminence been unfortunately at **. 
Your Eminence is indeed the Head, the 
Heart and Hand of your Nation, and when 
private Affairs rob the Public of your Atten- 
tion, tho' but for never ſo ſmall a Time, all 
is ſure to go amiſs, I do not fay this in re- 
turn to the Compliment you were pleaſed to 
make me on the late happy Turn in the * *'s 


Defigns ; for J frankly aſſure your Eminence 
Chance had more Share in that Event than 
either 


3 _— — 
* * . „„ 


A — - 


* 


* 


r c 
* 


An) 


either my Care or Skill, and if we are o 


thank any Body for it, it is a certain Favou- 


rite. To ſecure her to our Intereſt however, 


I have been the chief Means of getting her 
Penſion increaſed to almoſt double what it 
was before, with a Title for the Gratification 
of her Vanity. Theſe are Methods which 
muſt ſometimes be taken, and have been found 
to ſucceed where all others have failed. But 
I trouble your Eminence too much, know- 
ing how truly valuable all your Moments are, 
eſpecially at this Criſis. Mr. * ** has my 
Orders to inform your Eminence of all the 
Particulars relating to the main Point, by 
which I doubt not but my Diligence will be 
apparent to thoſe who are in the Secret of 
Things. I have only to intreat a ſpeedy Re- 


mittance of the 100000 Crowns, and to aſ- 


{ure your Eminence that I am 


Your Eminence's 


inviolably devoted, &c. 


To 


17 
| 
"4 
# * 
1 
*. 
4 
wa 
«7 
1 
> 


( 25) 
To his Excellency 
DON **#+*#, 


Am ſorry to have Occaſion to write to your 
Excellency in the Manner I now do, but 


more ſo to have involved others in the ſame 
Fate with myſelf by a too great Dependance 
on the Promiſes of a Court, who think it 


their Dae to have every thing done for them 
without their doing any thing, or in the leaſt 


regarding either the Expence or Danger of the 
Service. I am not inſenſible of the Harſhneſs 
of this Expreſſion, but flatter myſelf with 
being excuſed, when I ſhall acquaint your Ex- 
cellency that I received a Letter from Don 
* * # wherein he is pleaſed to accuſe me of 
conſulting only my own Intereſt, and that of 
my Family; tells me in plain Terms, that the 
ſeveral Sums of Money remitted to me have 
not been applied for the Purpoſes they were 
intended, and that your Court is determined 
to ſend no more till I can make it appear 
what has been already expended has been . 
Advantage to the Defign. I cannot think your 
Excellency was privy to ſo unjuſt an Accuſa- 
tion, and hope you will oblige that Miniſter 
D to 
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„„ iss 
to retract his Words. What does he mean 
by demanding what Advantage? Was the 
ſecure Landing of the laſt * * *s of no Ad- 
vantage? Have the Conceſſions made on our 
Side * * * almoſt to the Ruin of this Na- 
tion, been no Advantage to you? Have not 
the Ships of * * failed as fafely through the 
main Ocean as into their own. Ports? And 
have not ours at the ſame Time become a 
Prey to glut the Avarice of the ** Miniſters ? 
And could all this be done without an Infinity 


of Expence? Are Perſons in the Stations I 


have to deal with in theſe Affairs ſuch as will 
be tempted by a trifling Gratuity ? No, your 
Excellency well knows the Sums a Buſineſs of 
far leſs Conſequence coſt but a few Years ſince, 
and it is a ſure Demonſtration that Don * * 
is a Politician of a young ſtanding when he 
imagines my Demands exorbitant. J am. loth 
to reſent the Treatment he gives me in the 
Manner it ſeems to merit, but my Brother 
and Mr. —— are of leſs forgiving Diſpoſi- 
tions, and ſwear they will act no farther in 
their Spheres, if a ſpeedy and juſt Retribu- 
tion is not made for what they have already 
done. I beg therefore your Excellency will 
take the Matter into Conſideration, and have 
every thing once more* adjuſted, or I cannot 


anſwer 
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anſwer-for the Event. I hope Mr. — has, 
behaved to your Excellency agreeable to my 
Opinion and Character of his Abilities and In- 
tegrity. Fray favour me. with an immediate 
Anſwer, and believe I have the Honour to be, 


with all Sincerity, 
Nur Excellency's moſt, &c. 


To MONSIEUR ----. 


S IR, 
1 Give you the Trouble of this, becauſe 1 


hear his Eminence is gone to ——, not 
doubting but you will forward the incloſed 
with all Expedition. I take the Liberty to 
acquaint you, that in the Packet is a Letter 
from the * *'s own Hand to the * * of * ® 
a Copy of which I ſent to him, and have 
communicated the Original to the Cardinal. 
The Importance of it I know will make you 
more than ordinarily careful what Courier 
you intruſt with it. Pray let the Sieur --- 
know I approve his Conduct, and heartily 
wiſh, for the ſpeedy accompliſhing our preſent 
Undertaking, that all employed in it bad the 
ſame Zeal, I will not tell you the Senti- 
ments I have on your Behaviour towards my 
Lord ---, becauſe I think what I have or- 
D 2 dered 
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(283) | 
dered in Purſuance to the Conference you had 
with him will better inform you of my grate- 
ful Senſe of the Favour than any Words I 
am able to make uſe of, and which would 
only ſerve to take up too much of thoſe Mo- 
ments which may be, and I am certain are 
employed in Affairs of much more Conſe- 
quence ; ſo ſhall only tell you that I am, with 


great Reſpect, 
Monſieur, yours, &c. 


* * An. 2 n td. — 


To his Eminence 
The CARDINAL *®**® 
2. Eminence's of the 7th found me in- 


volv'd in a good deal of Perplexity : 1 
was juſt then returned from Council, where 


it was motion'd, by my Inſtigation, to re- 
move the Duke * * * from his Employments, 
You muſt believe I ſeconded it with all the 
Arguments I could find for the Occaſion, and 
which I hed prepared before-hand ; but it was 
ſo vehemently oppoſed by the Lords * * * 


and * , that I could not at that Time urge 


the Matter any farther, Among other Things, 
they told me with a Sneer, that they ſuppoſed 
I had the fame Reaſons for my Animoſity to 


that 


A 


” 
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that poble Duke, as I had formerly for the 
Earl * and Lord , but hoped they 
ſhould never live to ſee the ſame Succeſs of 
my Attempts againſt him : 1 was about to 
reply, when his * WhO Was preſent, ſtop'd 


my Mouth with faying, he would hear no 


farther Diſputes on that Jead, that only 
himſelf was Maſter of his Servants Fate, and 
would not be directed. On this we ſeparated ; 

and what the Event will bẽ cannot yet de- 
termine. I think it not pradent, nor indeed 
altogether ſafe, to renew Me Matter till I © 
have more Light into the s Intentions ; 3 
which I flatter” myſelf I 4 arrive at, 

by Means of Madam - , ho has promiſed 
to. ſound him the firſt favougable Occaſion. 

Your Eminence may depend; that I ſhall be 
indefatigable in gaining that Point ; for were 
he once out of the Way, it were eaſy for me 
to get the Aſſent of moſt of thoſe, who en- 
couraged alone by his Firmneſs, ſtand out 


- againſt us, nor do I deſpair of bringing 


over even the Earl - - - -, *conſtant as he 
pretends, by a Bait I have prepared for him ; 
but am ſorry to ſay I cannot come into your 
Eminence's way of Thinking as to the Duke 
**. Believe me I know him well, and 
whatever he might appear, or in reality be, 

when 


(30 
when your Eminence ſaw him at the Court 
of ** * he is now ſtaunch for the * * * ® 
Intereſt, and am almoſt certain there is no 
earthly Thing could tempt him to think of 
acting in Oppoſition to it, I know your E- 
minence has the late Treaty between us and 
the already communicated to you by 

my Brother, ſo have nothing farther to add 
as yet, but that I have the Honour to be, 
with the moſt zealous Regard and Attach- 


ment, 
Nur Emmence's 


Myſt drooted and highly obliged, &c. 


dn 


To his Excellency 
The MARQUIS * * * 


My LORD, 
1 Congratulate your Excellency on the hap- 
A py Succeſs of your Negotiation, and think 
you have deſerved more from your Country 
than ever did the famous Scipio of Rome; for 
I believe all good Politicians will agree with 
me, that it is more glorious to preſerve the 
Tranquillity and Riches of a Nation by an 
advantageous Peace, than it would be to wa ge 
tue 
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the moſt ſucceſsful War. Conqueſt cannot 
be attained without a great Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure ; but by this Treaty you have 
gained more than all your Arms could have 
done, even tho' you had ſubjected this whole 
Kingdom, and rendered it a Province to **. 
You will ſhortly now have it in your Power 
to give both Laws and Monarch to it ; and I 
look on the grand Deſign as already  accom- 
pliſhed. We muſt not, however, fit down 
content with what is done ; every one in their 
different Station muſt till labour till the hap- 
py Point is entirely our own ; among whom 
none will be more aſſiduous than him who 
has the Honour to be 


Your Excellency's 
Moſt devoted, &c. 


r 


— Mi. — 


To DON * 


1 Received yours of the 1 ꝓth, and am glad to 


find both the Cardinal and Don --- at laſt 
convinced of my Sincerity. I neither con- 
demn nor wonder they ſhould give Credit to 
the Teſtimony of their Priſoners, rather than 
to my repeated Aſſurances, becauſe thoſe 
poor 


(132). 
poor Wretches could not poſſibly have any Inte- 
reſt in deceiving them. Things are here indeed 


in ſuch a diſtracted Situation, that to repreſent 


them as they truly are, and to be believed, one 
had need be known to have no Manner of 
Concern in them. All Religion is ſwallowed 
in Licentiouſneſs ! all Morality in Luxury ! 


all natural Affection in Self-intereſtedneſs! all 


Regard for Superiors in Pride and Self: ſuffici- 
ency ! and all Policy in Whim and Caprice 
We have almoſt as many different Opinions 
in Matters of Faith and of Government, as 
there are Heads of Families; and even the 
ſame Perſons very rarely think the ſame 
Thing two Days together ; and if ſuch a 
People are not ripe for any Change, I think 
never were any ſo. I flatter myſelf therefore, 
I ſhall meet with no more Complaints on that 
Head, and am with great Reſpect, 


Hours, &c. 


— — 


To Monſieur the COUNT * 


My LORD, 
Have now the Pleaſure to acquaint you, 
that my late Propoſal to the Earl of --- 


has had the wiſhed Effect, and you will find 
him 


(33) 
him act, or I am greatly deceived, in ſuch a 
Manner as we have long aimed at; tho', as 
to the main Point, it is highly neceſſary he 
ſhould as yet be kept in the dark : A too ſud- 
den Declaration of it might be apt to ſhock 
thoſe Principles to which I am forry to find 
him too much bigotted ; but when, for a 
Courſe of Time, he has done much to con- 
tribute to the bringing it about, it would be 
neither ſafe nor honourable for him to go back, 
I have communicated my Sentiments on this 
Affair to his Eminence, and doubt not but he 
will ſhew you what I have wrote; but I choſe, 
by way of Precaution, to give you a Hint of 
it alſo, becauſe your Lordſhip, Idare ſay, remem- 


bers how fatal a Blow our Deſigns once met 


with on the Score of one unlucky Expreſſion 
being inadvertently let fall. A Courier is juſt 
arrived from - who brings nothing of mo- 
ment but a Confirmation of the laſt Reſolu- 


tions taken by that Miniſtry. If you have 


any freſh Informations let me know them 
with as much Expedition as poſſible, and you 
will higbly oblige 


Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


E To 


ſon whoſe Character I am ſo much charm'd 


frequently as your great Avocations will per- 


(34) 
To Monſieur — 22. 


— 


STR, 
Write this more to ſhew the Deſire I have 


of cultivating an Acquaintance with a Per- 


with, than becauſe I have any Thing of Mo- 

ment to inform you of : Haying been very 
full in my Diſpatches to his Eminence, and 
to Monſieur the Count; both which I doubt 
not but will be communicated to you. I re- 
ceived your obliging Preſent, and as ] can re- 
turn it with nothing of our own Growth equi- 
valent, have ſent you my beſt Reſpects in an 
- - - Mantle for the young Stateſman, who, 
if my good Wiſhes have any Efficacy, will 
equal his Father in all that can grace the Ca- 
binet of the greateſt and the beſt of Princes. 
I beg to be favoured with Letters from you as 


mit, and am ſorry his Eminence has made 
Choice of any other Canal than yours to con- 
vey to me the Knowledge of thoſe Things he 
has not Time to write himſelf, But this is be- 
ing too ſelf. intereſted, and what you will hard- 
ly thank me for, having too much already on 
your Hands. However, oblige, when you 
have a Leiſure Moment, him who has the 
Honour 
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have done, and I am ſeen through by one Side, 


(635 
Honour to be, with all - imaginable Sincerity 
and Eſteem, d. 

S IR, Nurs, &. 


— 
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To his Excellency 
DG Nees, 


Hatever your Excellency might fel 

in imparting the laſt Accounts, I muſt 
be ſuppoſed to feel much more in being made 
acquainted with fo alarming a Turn. What 
not all the Vigilance of the ableſt Stateſmen, 
what not even all the Powers of Hell could 
have overthrown, the Caprice of one Perſon 
has done: I fay overthrown, for I look on 
our Affairs as paſt Retrieve; a War muſt now 
inevitably be the Conſequence, and the News 
will no ſooner be divulged than a Motion will 
be made in Council for declaring it. I ſee it 
will be in vain for me to oppoſe it any longer, 
both Parties will concur in it, and the © * © 
himſelf, already too much inclined, will ſi- 
lence all I could urge : Nay, I have now not 
one Argument to offer but what would ap- 
pear too barefaced to hazard. My Situation 
is the moſt dangerous that can be by what I 


and 


TT '. = 
and ſuſpected by the other. My Enemies and 
yours will now triumph, the People will get 
the better, and their Impatience for Revenge 
be gratified, to the Deſtruction I fear not only 
of me and my Family, but likewiſe of all 
thoſe high-formed Expectations his Emi- 
nence's Conduct had ſo juſtly given the Powers 
of x *. What Fiend could ſpur Ambition to 
ſhew itſelf in ſo plain a Manner before the 
End was accompliſhed ? I am certain this can 
never be the Effect either of the Cardinal or 
Don ---!s Counſels; no, they have too cool and 
too able Heads, but I fear Don—— ; he has 
always teſtified a Diſdain of all Diſſimulation, 
as he calls it, and late Succeſſes may have 
fluſhed him. I will not however preſume to 
accuſe his Politics in this Affair till I ſhall be 
more aſſured. I know he means well; but 
if it is owing to his Management that this un- 
fortunate Accident has happened, may ven- 
ture to ſay he has contributed more to the De- 
feat of our Deſigns than all our Enemies for 
ſo long a Courſe of Time have been able to 
bring about. Vour Excellency will pardon 
the Warmth with which I write, it is in 
ſome Meaſure authorized by your own, but 
more ſo by the Cauſe, If any thing on your 
Side can be done towards retrieving this falſe 


Step, 


27 . 
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Step, for Heaven's ſake let it be ſpeedily, or 
all Efforts will come too late. If I can 
now contribute any, thing, it muſt appear as 
not coming from myſelf ; therefore more and 


new Intereſts muſt be made, which will be 


attended with {till more Expence. Your Court 
has frequently hinted as tho' too much had 
been already, but cannot, I think, now blame 


any thing for this freſh Addition but the Price 
and Heat of the —. Be pleaſed to com- 
-municate what of this your Excellency thinks 


proper to the Council, I ſhall not fail of do- 
ing all that remains, and is confiſtent with 


-Prudence. If any thing of Moment occurs, 
J ſhall ſend full Inſtructions to Mr. ---- and 
Mr. ----, to whom I beg your Excellency will 
-give your Commands as often as any Change 


ſhall happen; but I expect the firſt ill Acci- 


dent on our Side will be the recalling thoſe 
two faithful Agents who labour under the 


mortal Hatred of the Populace. I have ſent 
a Copy of your Excellency's to my Brother, 
with Inſtructions to mitigate as much as poſ- 


ſible the Aſperity of this late Treatment, be- 
cauſe what comes from him may be ſuppoſed 
to carry greater Weight than any thing al- 
ledged by the Marquis, who they will be apt 


to look upon as too much intereſted in the Bu- 
ſineſs. 


(38) 
ſineſs. I am, as far as the preſent anhappy 
Circumſtance will admit, | 


Nur Excellency's 2 devoted, 5. 


P WL » 7 . — — Z Ay 
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To DON . 


N the midft of the Diſtraction I am in, I 
rejoyce to find your Court ſo ſenſible of 
the ill Effects of the laſt Meaſures ; but can- 
not flatter you with any Hopes of putting off 
a War. We mult now therefore bend the 
whole Force of our Policy to make that War 


irkſom to thoſe. who have ſeemed moſt defi- 


rous of it. To which End I have laid down 
a Scheme which I muſt defire you will for- 
ward with all Speed to his Eminence Cardi- 
nal ----, it not being convenient for me in 
this Criſis to ſend any Courier to . Mr. 
has alſo a Copy, which he has my Orders to. 
deliver to his Excellency Don ---. This is all 
I can do at preſent. When any more favoura- 
ble Opportunity ſhall preſent, (hall prove, as 


Ihave ever done, faithfully attached to my En- 


gagements. I deſire a ſpeedy Remittance of 
the Sum agreed upon between his Excellency 
and myſelf, and that it may be as before in 
Specie ; which concludes all at this Time from 
| him 
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him who is in great Haſte, and no leſs 
n 


Yours, &c. 


To His Eminence 
The CARDINAL 3 


Received your Eminence's of the 8th, by 

the Hands of Monſieur *, and am glad 
to find Things ſeem not in that bad Poſition, 
in your Eminence's Opinion, as they did to 
me: I ſhall ever readily ſubmit to a Judg- 
ment ſo much fuperior to mine; but muſt 
{till believe, that if the War does not turn 
out very much to the Diſadvantage of our 
Deſigns, it will be chiefly owing to your E- 
minence's great Skill and Addreſs. While 
we remain in good Harmony with your 
Court, I know much may be done ; but I 
confeſs that I do not {ee how that can long 
ſubſiſt, as Matters ſtand: I know your Emi- 
nence will do all in your Power, well 'know- 
ing, that you can better deſtroy all the Mea- 
ſures taken here, by appearing to be ſatisfied 
with them, than by any Way acting in Op- 
poſition to them ; but I dread the Vehemence 
of the * * Miniſtry will carry Things to 
ſuch 


— 
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ſuch Lengths as will compel your Court to 
declare itſelf, and then But I will 
not anticipate ſo much dreaded an Event. 
Part of the ill Effects of this falſe Step, for 
J muſt till call it fo, is already come to paſs 
the People lately fo divided, fo ripe for Muti- 
ny, are now become perfectly unanimous z 
the Declaration of a War has ſtifled all Ani- 
moſities between the contending Parties, and 
reconciled the * to the People, and the 
People to the“ * I need not inform your 
Eminence of how ill a Conſequence this is. 
Iwill not however expatiate on ſo diſagreeable 
a Topic, as your Eminence juſtly obſerves, 
ſince whati is done is paſt Recal. All we have 
now to do, is to change our Conduct, and 
endeavour to turn the Tempeſt a different 
Way from what it was intended. By giving 
my Voice in Concert with my Adverſaries, I 
have maintained Credit enough to nominate 
Commanders, which is a great Point, and 
what I at firſt deſpaired of. This your Emi- 
nence knows will occaſion new Expences ; I 
muſt therefore take the Liberty of remon- 
ſtrating, that the Penſion, as at preſent ſet- 
tled, will be found very deficient for the Pur- 
poſes, and do not doubt but your Court will 
not think it too much to add 100000 Crowns 


More 
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more to this Quarterly Payment, which has 


now been due 15 Days. I depend on your 
Eminence to motion. this to the reſt of the 
Miniſtry, and have the Honour to be, with the 


oreateſt Integrity, 


Your Eminence's 


Moſt devoted, &c. 


To the Sieur * ®, 


HE Obligations I have to your Care 
are ſuch as I know not how ſufficient- 
ly to acknowledge: But as one Favour con- 
ferred draws on a Demand of more, fo I think 
it not enough to be in Debt myſelf, but muſt 
alſo employ my Credit for my Friends. Mon- 
fieur * * * will inform you in what Manner I 
deſire to be favoured. So, if you are ſo good 
to uſe your Intereſt in his Behalf, I will paſs 
my Word he ſhall repay it with ſomething in 
his Way, beſides laying the higheſt Obliga- 
tion on him who has the Honour to be with 
the moſt unfeigned Regard, 


Monſieur, Yours, &c. 


F To 
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To his Excellency 
The MARQUIS*#*#*#, 


My LO RD, 


Am ſorry to be informed by the laſt Diſ- 

patches, of the Coldneſs with which the 
* & received your laſt Propoſals. Nothing 
has been wanting in me to infpire them with 
Sentuments more favourable to your Deſigns ; 
but I perceive, by the laſt Conference my 
Brother had with * * *, that there are ſome 
Conceſſions in behalf of their * * * Trade, 
which they want to have made, yet do not 
eare to aſk, I am therefore of Opinion, that 
if ſome Offers of that Kind were hinted at, it 
might give a happy Turn to their Determi- 
nations: At leaſt it can do no Harm to pro- 
miſe, Things may happen ſo as to give Ex- 
cuſes for not performing. Vour Excellency 
knows my Meaning, but leave it to your own 
Wiſdom to act in this Matter as you ſhall find 
proper. I need only remark, whatever is done 
on that Score can be no Breach of Honour in 


. your Court, becauſe with Perſons of their 


Stamp and Character no Faith is to be obſerv- 
ed. As they have, however undeſervedly, 


much at preſent in their Power, tis highly 


neceſſary 


() 

neceſſary to prevent their being hurtful, ſome 
Expedient therefore muſt be thought upon, 
and 1 ſhall be glad to know the Reſult of the 
laſt Debates, which muſt in Conſequence to 
the preſent Meaſures, have been pretty warm. 
I impatiently wait the Honour of your Ex- 
cellency's Commands, and am 


Nur Excellency's moſt obedient, &c. 
To MONSIEUR ----, 


SIR, 


His is to acquaint you that I received 

the Money; but I need not ſay how 

. 957 ſince you are too well inſtructed 
in the Situation of Affairs not to know no- 
thing in this juncture could be done without 
it. Indeed I have nothing where with to re- 
proach your Miniſtry on this Score: I with 
from my Soul I could ſay the fame by thoſe 
of another Court ; but a too great Delibera- 
tion, even in Matters of the ſmalleſt Moment, 
is the peculiar Characteriſtic of that Nation: 
This, however, ought not to be the Topic 
with which I ſhould take up your important 
Time. Give me leave then to thank you 
for the many Favours conferred by you on 


F 2 Mr, 
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Mr. * * which I look on as done to myſelf}; 


and if you would oblige me yet farther, it 
muſt be by putting it in my Power to teſtify, 

by the fame Manner, to ſome Friend of 
yours on this Side the Water, the Senſe I 
have of your many Civilities, and with how 
much Gratitude they are conſidered by him 
who is ſincerely 

Yours, &c. 


1 * 


T DON *£* 


Ho I ever had the higheſt Regard fon 
Don ** * yet I never knew how 

deeply he was rivetted in my Eſteem till I had 
the Misfortune of loſing him. It is indeed a 
Misfortune to the common Cauſe, which is 
not to be expreſſed ; and tho' I know his great 
Capacity, Zeal and Integrity, cannat fail of 
being highly inſtrumental to the Succeſs of 
it, in \ what Nature ſoever he is employed, yet 
1 am convinced, by many Miſtakes that have 
happened ſince his Departure, that he can no 
where be of ſuch infinite Service as here, had 
not an unavoidable Neceſſity obliged him to 
be recalled. Thoſe who occaſioned it will in 
time fee their Error, I ſhall not be ſorry if 


yQu hint this to the Cardinal as coming from 
me; 


| (45) 

me; and add, that I am not inſenfible it was 
greatly to the Advice of the Duke of * * *, 
who, for what Reaſon I never could fathom, | 
was never a Friend to that Miniſter. I with 
the Intereſt of ** * may ſuffer no more by 
the too communicative Humour of his Grace, 

than it has done by the Remiſlhefs, as I heard 
he was pleaſed to call it, of the other. But 
this I mention only to yourſelf; 1 knew it 
would not be well taken by your Court, tho? 

a Truth too well known, and even acknow- 
ledged by thoſe moſt his Partizans. I ſhall 
be glad ta be informed how the Cardinal re- 
lines Mr. * * *'s Propoſal; I would have no 
Hand in recommending it, tho I cannot but 
fay I think there are ſome Things in the 
Scheme, which, if improved, might turn out 
to Advantage; but I look on the Man as a 
Vitionary, and too much taken up with his 
own Projects, ſo leave him, and what he has 
to offer, intirely to the Judgment of thoſe 
whoſe Favour he now is ambitious of obtain- 
ing. One Thing that ſeems to fayour his Ad- 
mittance into the Confidence of your Mini- 
ſtry is, that nothing is more true than that his 
Affairs are ſuch as will never permit him to re- 
turn here again, and therefore will rejoice in 


accompliſhing any thing that may aſſure ** 


(.46 
of a ſecure Azylum among you. If you are. 
aſked any Queſtions concerning him or his 
Principles, I believe it will be moſt adviſeable 
not to give your Opinion whichever Way it 
happens to lead. I had much more to ſay, 
but am this Inſtant obliged to attend the ***, 
and muſt refer it till another Occaſion, who 
am, with great Sincerity, 


Nur moſt bumble, &c. 


as * 
_ 2 9 2 * * * 2 — 


To his Eminence 
CARDINAL *F**#, 


Have the good Fortune now to inform 
1 your Eminence that the chief Commiſ- 
fions are now filled up, and with Perſons who 
will obey my Inſtructions in as ample a Man- 
ner as I could wiſh ; fo that I flatter myſelf 
the War will be conducted fo as not to render 
it neceffary for your Court to declare itſelf till 
a more convenient Criſis; but we muſt be 
extremely cautious in our future Coreſpon- 
dence. Sir has diſcovered ſome Suſpi- 
cions, and I have found out that he has even 
gone fo far as to tamper with one of the Cou- 
'riers ; all therefore that I write of Moment 
to your Eminence, or any other of the Mi- 
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niſtry concerned in the Secret, ſhall either be 
ſent by a private Hand, or under Cover ta 
Monſieur ** *, who, being a Man in Trade, 
will be leſs liable to create Doubts. I am eve- 
ry Hour in Expectation of News from * . 
Tis poſſible your Eminence may be before- 
hand with me in that Article ; but leſt you 
ſhould not, will ſend an immediate Diſpatch: 
Lord * * & is very much indiſpoſed, and I 
fear will not be able to come to the Board for 
ſome Time; for which Reaſon, wanting ſo 
powerful a Back, ſhall defer making any Mo- 
tion as to the * * * Affair. I will not trou- 
ble your Eminence with any Particulars of 
the Deſign lately formed againſt me; tis ſuf- 
ficient your Eminence is informed of it in 
groſs, and that I ſtill live, and have the Ho- 
nour to be, with my former Fidelity, 


Your Eminence's moſt devoted, 8c; 


W » _— 4 1 A. 


— — 4 IT — 


To DON 8. 


1 S it then impoſſible for me ever to receive 


the Honour of yours without ſome Re- 
proaches mingled with your Civilities? Con- 
ſcious as I am how little Ground there is for 
them, it is not to be wondered at, that I de- 
re a mote full Explanation of the Meaning. 
I dare 
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J dare anſwer any Accuſation can be made, 
either as to my Conduct in the grand Point, 
or any leſs material. Methinks the Neceſſi- 
ty what I have already done lays me under 
to do more, -and all in my Power, ſhould be 
enough to convince leſs able Politicians than 
yourſelf, that I cannot now go back; and I 
would not give myſelf the Liberty even to 
think it is for that only Reaſon my Services 
have been of late ſo much depreciated. No; 
1 look on it as the Effect of ill Offices done 
me by thoſe who know not the Motives 
which engage me to act in the Manner I do. 
I could wiſh, however, a more perfect Con- 
fidence ; for in the preſent Difficulties I la- 
bour under, any Addition ſerves only to ren- 
der me leſs capable of bringing Matters about 
to your Satisfaction. Judge of me therefore, 
I conjure you, by my Actions; compare the 
Uniformity of them, and I am then ſecure 
that no invidious Reflections will have any 
Weight. Methinks it is no ſmall Misfor- 
tune, that Time ſo precious as is ours, ſhould 
be waſted in accuſing and vindicating ; ; and I 
am ſorry to have any Occaſion to ſay, that 
were twenty Years to be recalled, and I could 
have foreſeen the Injuſtice ſonie Men have 
Ucatcd me with, I ſhould not have had the 

Courage 
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Courage to engage in any Matter where they 
were concerned, I am far, however, from 
imagining you give any real Attention to the 
Calumnies of late thrown on me; if I did, I 
ſhould indeed be inconſolable, fince none can 
ſet a higher or more juſt Value on your good 
Opinion than him who has the Honour to be 


Nur moſt humble Servant, &c. 


8 — 


To his Eminence 
The CARDINAL * * % 


1 Had not troubled your Eminence with one 

Letter upon the Back of another, if an 
unexpected Accident had not rendered it ne- 
ceſſary. I had the Favour of a Viſit laſt 
Night from Lord * ; who drop'd ſome 
Hints, whether deſignedly or by Chance, I 
cannot be poſitive, as if Monſieur * * had 
made him privy to the Scheme agreed upon 
by your Eminence and myſelf, to be kept 
intirely from his Knowledge. As it would be 
wholly improper for me to queſtion him on 
that Article, I ſhould be glad your Eminence 
would inform me if he had your Orders for 
the communicating it to him, without which 
I cannot think he would do it, and if he did 


(Gy not, 
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not, am ſtrangely at a Loſs to account for the 
Words Lord let fall. If they were oc- 
caſioned only by Conjecture, I ſhall eaſily be 
able to remove all Suſpicions on that Head, 
but if his Lordſhip be really entruſted, I ſhall 
ſtand greatly in Need of your Eminence's Ad- 
vice how to behave on the Occaſion, If it 
is done by your Inſtructions, I doubt not but 
there is good Reaſon for it, and ſhould take 
it as a Favour to be ſatisfied ; but I fear there 
is ſomething more in it than as yet I can fa- 
thom. I impatiently wait your Eminence's 
Opinion, and am, with the greateſt Venera- 
tion, | 
Nour Eminence's, &c. 


To the Sieur * * * 


1 Received your Packet by * * *, and ſent 
the ſeveral Diſpatches away as directed : 

I doubt not but by this, mine of the 17th 
has reach'd you; and have only this to add 
to what it contained, that the Earls of * * * 
and * , as well as Mr.“ * * have explain- 
ed themſelves more fully than I expected on 
the Declaration of his * * * * Majeſty, and 
that no leſs than five of the chief Commanders 
talk of reſigning their Commiſſions, This 
carries 
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carries a bad Face, and requires more than or- 
dinary Circumſpection to be uſed, Mr. * * * 
makes an Entertainment for two of them to- 
day, and perhaps may have the Addreſs to 
ſound the Motives that have occaſioned fo 
ſudden a Change in their Behaviour. Tho' I, 
for my own, impute it wholly to the hot- 
brain'd Zeal of that buſy Fellow in the * * * 
who TI heartily wiſh were at the Bottom of 
the Sea, His Succeſſes have put me to my 
laſt Shifts, and am certain, whenever the 
Truth is known, have raiſed this general Spi- 
rit of Diſcontent among them all, I am, 
with the utmoſt Sincerity, 


Yours, &c. 


P. S. Communicate the Contents of this to 
his Eminence with my Duty. 


— 


To his Excellency 
The MAR UI 


My LORD, 

Send this under Cover to Mr. * *, for at 

this Criſis none are to be truſted but thoſe 
whoſe Ruin muſt be involv'd in mine. I beg 


your Excellency will make uſe of the ſame 
8 2 Means 


1 8 ). 

Means to convey all your Commands to me. 
I am ſorry it is not in my Power to remove 
your Excellency's Apprehenſions concerning 
the ſending * to the * , I very well 
know he is not a Perſon to be gained, and all 
that can be done in this unlucky Affair, is to 
tie up his Hands as much as poſſible, at leaſt 
till after the Arrival of the * * * . I dare 
anſwer the Cardinal has taken ſuch Meaſures 
as will ſecure the * * * at leaſt for a Time. 
The private Treaty now on the Carpet goes 
on as well as we can wiſh, and the laſt Mo- 
ney by , came very ſeaſonably to forward 
it. I need not preſs your Excellency to be 
punctual in the Payment of the Sum agreed 
upon to Mr. ---, becauſe we all know that 
Intereſt is the Soul of Secrecy, I am, with 
a profound Reſpect, 


Nour Excellency's 
M devoted, &c. 


—— — 


To His Eminence 
CARDINAL 40 
Have the Pleaſure to ſend this by a Gen- 


tleman, who, under Pretence of making 
the Tour of **, will, unſuſpected, deli- 
ver 
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ver my Inſtructions to all the Courts, where at 


this time to ſend Couriers might give Alarm. 
He can inform your Eminence, for I related 
to him the whole Affair, how much I la- 
boured, and indeed more than was conſiſtent 
with the Caution I would chooſe to behave 
with in this important Criſis, to prevent any 
Reinforcement to be ſent to the * * 4 but 
in this I was overpowered, and all I could do 
was to prolong their Departure till ſuch time 
as I flatter myſelf their Aſſiſtance will come 
too late, His Excellency Don ** has No- 
tice which Rout they are to take, and if his 
own Policy does not furniſh him with ſome 
Stratagem to prevent their joining, I ſhall take 
it very ill, if for the future he accuſes mine. 
It would be needleſs to repeat to your Emi- 
nence, who on all Hands muſt be informed 
of the fulſom Praiſes every Body here beſtows - 
on that raſh Enterprizer * * *, whom I much 
- miſtake if he might not before this have been 
deprived of the Power of doing us the Preju- 
dice he has. But of that another time. - 
will not preſume to take up your Eminence's 
important Moments with any Complaints on 
an Affair in which you have no other Con- 
cern than for the common Good of our Un- 
dertaking, but intreat that by the firſt ſafe 

Hand 
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Hand you will communicate to me in what 
Manner I ought to look upon the laſt Re- 
monſtrance of Don * * * at the“; for I 
confeſs myſelf a little at a Loſs on that Head. 
Our * * meets on the 2oth ; I ſhall then 
have ſufficient to inform your Eminence, and 
till then have the Honour to be, with the 
moſt perfect Veneration, 


Your Eminence's moſt fincerely devoted, &c. 


— 


3 


To Monſieur * * *. 


Received yours of the 12th, and had an- 

ſwered it ſooner, but that I waited for 
News from * * ®, and I have now the Hap- 
pineſs to acquaint you, that the Rumours I 
cauſed to be ſpread about concerning your 
Court taking Umbrage at the Overtures made 
to ** have been ſo ſucceſsful as to influence 
that State to put an Article in the Treaty now 
on Foot, which will go near to overthrow it 
all. I have juſt diſpatched freſh Inſtructions 
to Mr. **, who, by ſeeming too forward, 
will more puzzle the Cauſe; fo that I almoſt 
depend Things will go well on that Side. I 
could wiſh there were none at home that gave 


me greater Pain, I have lately received ſeve- 
| ral 
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ral anonymous Menaces, and the Behaviour 
of ſome Perſons, and thoſe not inconſiderable 
ones, makes me certain ſomething is medi- 
tating againſt me; and even * had the Bold- 
neſs this Morning, as our Coaches paſſed each 
other, to accompany a {light Bow he made 
me with a malicious Sneer, which ſeemed to 
ſpeak he imagined himſelf ſecure of gaining 
his Point, Theſe Things would be ſufficient 
to alarm me, had I not a ſaving Card to play, 
of which my Enemies have not the leaſt No- 
tion. You know what I mean; nor would 
I mention it, but to remind you of keeping 
well with Lord ---, Continue to ſooth him; 
be his Vanities never ſo extravagant, praiſe all 
he does, and procure for him all the Adyanta- 
ges in your Power, we ſhall have time enough 
hereafter to be merry at his Follies. When a 
Fool is in Poſſeſſion of a Secret ſuch as he is 
unluckily intruſted with, he muſt be treated 
with the Reſpect due to a Man of Wit. I 
had a long Converſation Yeſterday with the 
Earl of --- ; he ſeemed to be much upon hig 
Guard when I mentioned the Death of Lord 
----; and that unuſual Reſerve makes me 
apprehenſive Mr. --- has been tampering with 
him, 1 ſhall take jt as a Favour if your next 


brings me * how he received the 
Motion 
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Motion made by when he was at your 
Court, and whether the Cardinal treated him 
with thoſe Marks of Confidence he boaſts of 
here. Pray commend me to the Sieur - -, 
and believe me to be, with all Sincerity, 


Your moſt obedient, &c. 


n 


* 


To his Excellency 
Ä ITO 


My LORD, 
He Hanour of yours, and the agreea- 
ble News it brought, was a Conſola- 
tion I ſtood greatly i in need of in the Dilemma 
I then was in through the Careleſsneſs, to give 
it no worſe a Name, of Monſieur---,To make 
a Miſtake in the Direction of a Packet of ſuch 
Conſequence, was ſure what no Man before 
was ever guilty of. When I opened that 
brought to me, and found by the Contents it 
was intended for Lord ---, I doubted not but 
that deſigned for me by the ſame Inadverten- 
cy bad been given to him, as indeed it was 
left for him; had he happened to be in Town, 
all had been diſcovered, all had been totally 
defeated, and my Life and Fortune forfeited, 
with the utter Ruin of every one of thoſe who 


eſpouſe 


6 
eſpouſe the Cauſe. What to do in this Per- 
plexity I know not; for I could not ſuppoſe 
but the Packet would be preſently ſent down 
to his Country-ſeat, At laſt I bethought me 
of a Fellow, who I had, by a Stratagem, got 
introduced to his Service, and who had ſerved 
me as a Spy upon his Actions: Him I ſent for, 
and having communicated the Affair to him, 
gained upon him to take the Packet that had 
been brought to me, after I had put it into 
a new Cover, and directed it for his Lord- 
ſhip, and exchange it for that which was to be 
conveyed to him, The Diligence of the Fel- 
low in this Action has prevented the ill Ef- 
fect of the Adventure, tho' I proteſt to your 
Lordſhip I am yet ſcarce recovered from the 
Confuſion it involved me in; but with ſuch 
Words as I am able I heartily congratulate the 
happy Event of Monfieur ---'s Negotiation, 
and am apt to believe it will give a Turn to 
the preſent Sentiments of --- very much to 
our Advantage. Every Thing at preſent ſeems 
to promiſe well, our Enemies drop off apace ; 
the celebrated --- has left the Stage of this 
Life ; they tell me that --- is deſpaired of, 
and Lord --» cannot long hold out. Three 
or four more ſuch Loſſes will fink the Spirit 
of the Party, and make thoſe that remain 
H more 
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more eaſy to be gained. Let Monfieur know 
the Money ordered to be paid into the 
Hands of Mr. —— is not yet received; a 
Word from your Lordſhip may render 
that Miniſter more punctual than I find 
is his Cuſtom ; but methinks he ſhould not 
need be reminded in an Affair where ſo much 
is at Stake, I ſuppoſe you are by this Time 
informed that the long talked of and expected 
Reconciliation is all at an end, and that ſo far 
from the two ——'s having an Interview, the 
Coach of paſſed by the very Gates of 
without ſtopping. This, among many other 
good Effects of your Policy, I believe may 
be chiefly attributed to your Management, for 
which you can never be too much truſted, 
too much recompenced. I long impatiently 
for the Account you promiſe in your next, 
and am, with the moſt inviolable Attachment 


and Reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's maſt devoted, &c. 


To 
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To his Eminence 


The C ARD INA 


My LORD, 
T would be needleſs to trouble your Emi- 
nence with a Detail of what has happen- 
ed ſince my laſt. I know you muſt by this 
Time have been informed of the Particulars 
by Monſieur ——, who, as he never was my 
Friend, would not fail giving the Hiſtory of 
my Diſgrace in all its Circumſtances. In fine, 
Things have taken ſo ſudden a Turn, that I 
know not now if I can enough depend even 
on the very Perſon who J have entruſted with 
this, to be certain of its ſafe Delivery, Sure 
Jam, that thoſe whom I had Reaſon to think 
moſt attached to me, have moſt ſhamefully 
deſerted me ; and if my Enemies puſh the 
Point as far as they now haye it in their 
Power to do, I ſee no Refuge but a yoluntary 
Exile, I hope I may be at leaſt ſecure of 
that with you ; nor will thoſe at your Court 
who have not approved me as a M-----r, re- 
fuſe me a Welcome as a R----ee, ſince were 
I, and thoſe who muſt accompany me, once 
brought to the Scaffold, Things might, nay 
would be diſcovered, that would involve all 
| H2 E. e 
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E----e in Confuſion. I am far from being 
firous of making any Reproaches againſt the 
--- Court for the Slowneſs of their late Re- 
mittances ; yet certain it 1s, that had they 
been leſs remiſs, I had been enabled to make 
ſomewhat a longer Struggle. It is the People, 
not the ---- ta whom I owe my Ruin, and 
if I fall a Sacrifice, it is to them alone ; Judge 
then how neceſſary it would have been, that 
ſome Conceſſions had been made on the Part 
of ---- to have occaſioned a Holyday : Your 
Eminence is no Stranger to the good Effects 
every publick Shew has had to calm the Fury 
of the Populace of this Nation in many In- 
ſtances. Sure now or never it was neceſſary, 
if they had either regarded their own Intereſt, 
or the Preſervation of him who has not de- 
ſerved they ſhould behave with ſo much In- 
difference towards him ; but it is now too 
late; all is over; it is now no longer in my 
Power to ſerve them, or they to protect me, 
I with both may not be Loſers by the Bar- 
gain, and that a Time may never come in 
which they may repent their want of Atten- 
tion. The Continuance of that Candour 1 
have ever found from your Eminence, is at 
preſent my only Hope, as it is my only Con- 
ſalation; if Tam deprived of that, I am loft 
| | indeed ; 
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indeed: Nat that I ſo much regard the Loſs 
of a few Years Life, as the Miſery to which 
my Poſterity muſt infallibly be reduced, by 
my falling a Victim, not ſo much to the 
Malice of my Enemies, as to the Negligence 
of thoſe I relied upon as Friends.--- Pardon, 
J beſeech your Eminence, the Warmth with 
which I write; and if any unguarded Ex- 
preſſion drops from my Pen, impute it to the 
Diſtraction of my Thoughts in fo perplexing 
a Situation, Think how few I have here to 
truſt, except thoſe who are in the ſame 
wretched Dilemma with myſelf, and wonder 
not, that I take the Liberty to pour out. my 
whole Soul in the Boſom of your Eminence, 
Think how ſevere a Taſk it is upon me to be 
obliged to wear a chearful Brow in public, 
and appear unconcerned at the Menaces which 
even the loweſt Ranks of People now preſume 
to inſult me with, while my Heart is oppreſs'd 
with ſuch a Load of bitter Anguiſh, and 
trembles within me for the Conſequences of 
this dreadful Turn of Fortune. Death and a 
beggar'd Race glare me in the Face.-- Ruin 
in its moſt horrid Shape ſtalks cloſe be- 
hind me, and Curſes and the ſharpeſt Re- 
proaches encompaſs me on every Side. De- 
rided by thoſe I lately ſcorned, unpitied by 
thoſe 
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thoſe whoſe Fortunes I have made, and hated 
by Millions who never ſaw my Face. What 
Condition ſo truly miſerable as a fallen Stateſ- 
man | 

If any Thing can mitigate my Afflictions, 
it will be your Eminence's Anſwer, and to 
know that I have ſtill ſome Share in your 
good Wiſhes, as you ſhall evercommand mine, 
while Fate permits me to deſire any Thing 
farther than an eaſy Paſſage. I am, with all 
due Reverence and Reſpect, 


Nur Emmence's 


Moſt faithful, &c. 


Io his Eminence 
The CARDINAL ***, 


My LORD, 

Ou have ſcarce had Time to confider on 
Y my laſt long melancholy Epiſtle before 
I trouble you with another. I have juſt now 
received Information that my Impeachment is 
preparing, and that it will be crammed with 
Articles relating to the Intelligence between 
your Eminence, Don —, and myſelf. I 


hope Monſicur — has not intruſted any one 
-4* 
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les pendent or leſs faithful than himſelf with 
the Copies of any Letters that have paſſed 
from the Year 1729, for all before I can find 
Means to evade. I have taken Care of thoſe 
that came into my Hands, and will anſwer 
they ſhall never. fall into thoſe who would 
make an ill Uſe of them. The Opportunity 
the late——gave me has been extremely for- 
tunate for my effecting this, as well as for 
taking ſome other Steps that are highly neceſ- 
fary for my eluding the Malice of my Ene- 
mies, among whom J have none more formi- 
dable than the M-—, who now retort the 
Contempt I once unhappily treated them with, 
with double Intereſt.--"Tis faid that they boaſt 
of Proofs againſt me on account of the —— 
landing without Oppoſition. I cannot con- 
ceive what Proofs, unleſs Don — has been 
ſo weak (which I know not how to think) 
as to intruſt a Secret, on which ſo much de- 
pended, to the Ears of any of the——Com- 
manders, and it ſhould have got Yent through 
ſome of thoſe who were taken in the Prizes ; 
that would be indeed the finiſhing Stroke to 
my Misfortunes. I could wiſh, it any ſuch 
Thing has happened, to be let ſpeedily into 
the Truth. I have ſo few here to truſt, that 


I dread being too buſy in making an Enquiry, 
becauſe, 


p 


3 would be logked i upon. as a Confirmation of 
5 my Guilt, For God's Sake inform me, as far 
8 as in your Eminence lies, on what I may de- 
pend. The evil, dhe long- dreaded Day ap- 
5 © proaches, and when that is paſſed, all Coun- 
_——— ſel, all Aſſiſtance will be in vain. My- All 
_— is at Stake, Remember my Trouble, and in 
_ tix e forſake not him who has 
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